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Galling Fire From 3 Sides Dooms Foe to
“Heavy Losses, Even if He Escapes Trap

’!f '."h;g reached.,

Two Avenues of Retreat

_'-l'HE END OF THE GERMAN DRIVE FOR PARIS

From Marne Pocket

Deluged by Shells

Steady Rear Guard '
Fighting Is Costly

Enemy's Initial Plans Com-
pletely Upset by Ameri-
can Forces

By Hilaire Belloc

1915, by The Tribune Assaciation |

Yark Tribune) |
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must understand this word extricate, | < /
Take an arc not much more than |
twenty-five miles across and ]cs.c:

Imagine on |

no less tha st thirty- | S : :
Hr e :_' rrnm?:' IP:;;T hut‘tl,;il]" | ground won (1), in the drive starting
Cra 2 =18 o8 4

. : of the attack—the smashing of the
material, their accumulated dumps

for shells, their artillery, including
the heaviest pieces, their stores of
fo0d and provisions and all prepara-
tions for what was on July 15 the
great offensive movement.

than twenty miles deep,
t arc

divisinng

| the counter offensive opened.
In the right hand map the brok

: ol : ach of :

One must rml_l.z,ol Ii*‘ldt each west, will have been eliminated, making it
thasze thirti-five divigions means at | == = —
et 000 inf: 16 sorme s &
feast 9,000 infantrymen and go | tuse, its buse broader and conse-

€,000 others, less only by the dead,
wounded and prisoners; and all thi
huge mass cramped in S0 HATrOW A4
space 15 compelled to retire through |
two points where the roads of the
triet meat, Fere-en-Tardencis and '
hoth which
are under direct fire at a compara-
t chort range, while the whole
i under converg from
every side,

That 1s the situation at the pres-
ent moment the Crown I'rince's
A more expensive one could
not be concejved. The mouth of the
not =0 marrow that the
troops within are doomed. TFar from
: mouth, as any one can eee
ir ot a map, is broader than |
ut what the defeated enemy
pozition is
10
uf his e
has to counter attack ceaselessly in
orider to preserve the centres of sup-
ply and retreat behind him from be-
' And, as I have ‘said,
he 18 under converging fire the whole
time,

guently it was less perilous to hold.
Nevertheless, it was an awkwird
front, which could be attacked from
the left and right, east and south-
weet of Rheims.

The enemy at once took what was
|oh\'jn1:91y the proper line of attuck,
land tried to break in the Western

sulient—that murked by the line of
| Montdidier, Rheims, Soissons, Cha-
teau Thierry., 1t was, as I have said,
the sharper one, and more difficult
to hold. If the Boche had succeeded
in breaking it in he would have capt-
ured the great masses of men and
material within the salient, and
wauld have bheen able to advance im-
mediately to  within
ranize of Paris,

Hiz effort to effeet this was known |
as the Battle of the Mutz, and it was
fought fram June 9 1.2, He
failed. Ile was completely checked

{ on the third day, and he gave up the
attempt.

‘Hoped to Win
After Five Weeks
There followed a pausge of five|
weeks, just like the pause which fol-
lowed the very heavy fighting in
Flanders at the end of April. This
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Cireatest Victory
Since That of Marne

The battle which has been fought |

nee July 15, though its full effects
dre not yvel apparent, 12 the most
clear cut episode that we have had |
the Western front since the |
the Marne. I will de-|
it us best I'ean.
After a pause of a month, imposed |
them by their very heavy |
pecially thosge on April 29,
Lermans 4 Very com- |
prise and scored a success
o May 27 which might have led to |
the very gravest consequences. They
struck at a front of about thirty-!
tive miles north of the line uniting,
the towns of Soisgons and Rheims.
The very strong position known as| the enemy admitted only the very
the Chemin des Dames, which was in| minimum of delay possible. He at-
the hands of the Allies, wus broken | tacked as soon as ever he could.

At the the| The day chosen was July 15, and

cnemy poured through a wide gap, | the front choseén was the fifty miles

| first that the enemy was recovering
from his losses; secomd, that he wus
rearranging his forees for another
effort at some other place; and third,
that while making plans for that
effort he was specially
troops hitherto held in reserve
that his shock when delivered should
be finally decisive.

The rate of delivery of American
troops, not only across the Atlantic
to Europe but actually into the line
as fully trained and effective fight-

upon
vietory of
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therefore we may he certain that

at once. tirst ‘onset

took many thousands of prisoners| between the Main de Massiges
and hundreds of guns, and in an ex-, and  Chéteau Thierey, of which
ceedingly rapid advance in less thun| Rheims was the centre. In other

at| words, the enemy determined, after
|fai“|1g in his attack against the

three davs reached the Marne
Chateau Thierry.

At blow he had produced a
hulge, poeket or salient, somewhat
over thirty miles in length and also
about thirty in depth. ¥e had de-
stroved yvet another sector of the old |
permanent front, and upon yvet an-
other new line of over eighty miles
(eountirg the the way
around frem Rheims to the Marne!
near Dormans down to Chitean
Thierry and up to Soissons apain)
he had the defence to
the dangerous chanee of maintain-
ing itself in rapidly made trenches
and to the hurried stemmine of the
tide of the German attack by put-
ting in evervthing available in the
neighborhoad.

one
his success in Mav, to make an effort
against the more difficult of
" which Rheims was the apex.

Now let us estimate the enemy's
object and what would have hap-

one,

“mounted” an offensive on a wery
lirge scale.
length of line greater by far than
uny he had attacked since March 21,
He had ready for this attack at
least Afty-eight divisions, of which
no less than thirty were to take part
i the first hlow, the
twenty-eight to be held in reserve for
a following up of his success the

whole of

eondemned

the Allied line.

| He had run the rigk of a long de-
liy, with the increasing menace of

Success Put Allies
In a Corner

Furthermore, this greut success
was probably unexpected upon the
enemy’s part, at least upon any such
a scale. It brought him to within
forty miles of Paris, and it further
had two strategical wesults:

First, it put the Allies into a sort
of a corner, marked by the towns of
Montdidier, Noyon, Soissons
Chatesu Thierry, The
break-through, between Soissons and
Rheims, had left the Allics on the
left " of Soissons and thus thrust
them into an awkward angle which
could be attacked upon

Second, it had

cause such delay ought to have made
his sucecess certain, throurh the re-
pose it gave to his troops and the
cpportunity for putting in some spe-
ciul training. =
The Result Enemy
Had Anticipated
The two limbs of the

attuck

and
German (there was no direct assault
lagpehed in the immedinte neighbor-
hood of Rhieims) were of anhout equal
length, ang they made upon the map
# shape like the two limbs of a com-
pats, very broadly opened, with
Rheims as a hinge. IF the cnemy
had erushwl in these two limbs, or

both sides.

ereated another
ralient upon the east. of which
Rheims was the point. This silient of them. we should have
was much shallower than the other,| had the following results;

and itw angle wus much more ob-|  First, of course, a very heavy loss

even one

| won from the Germens in the early stages of the battle.

delay meant several things, It meant |

training |

S0

ers, was inereasing very rapidly, and |

casier of the two salients ereated hy |

pened if he had succeeded. He had |

He was attacking o |

remaining |

|
| moment & breach should be made in

| the American contingent, only be-

| bungling on the enemy's pirt. They
| were quite exceptionally

[ anything to show for |
sector of his| mere piece of pround of }i¢1le vidue,

March 21;

These two maps show how Foch's Franco-American drive between Soissons and Chateau Thierry hns ended the German menace to Paris.
The left hand map shows how the Germans have advanced, the broken line showing the battle front prior te March 21

; the shaded area being

(2), the Aizne battle; (3), the Battle of the Matz, when a little ground was gained by the main object

| outward toward Epernay, where the

causes of which it is most interest-
ing to examine. The Germans
across the Marne and those fighiing

greatest weight of men had been
gathered, were facing southeast-|
ward and standing on the eastérn
side of the great pocket or bulge |
which runs from Soissons around by
the Marne to Rheima, and which |
they had won by the end of May., |

Directly behind them, on the west- |
ern side of this pocket, Foch struek |
with French and American troops |
combined, and he effected a complete |
surprise, He broke through the |
enemy's first lines without prelimi- |
rary bombardment and went right |
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‘ﬂ‘le very gates of Soissons, on the |
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| pare for nor expect a full breach in |

Montdidier-Noyon-Soissons-Chateau Thierry salient—was defeated and (4), the latest drive, just before the coun- |

en line shows the front as it stood when Foch launched his counter offensive, and the shaded areas, the ground

The heavy line

impossible to renew the attack on Paris.

[}
of men and material to the Allies, another. So ended the first day, !
inseparable from such defeat, | July 15,

Second, a nearer approach to The second day, Tuesday, 't-'hc_
Paris, because the enemy’s extreme | €nemy's high command, on. BUTRey.
right near Chiteau Thierry, when | ing the situation, decided it might
once 4hrown across the Marne,| Yot hie recovered. The enemy prob-
would, if it broke in the Allied line | #bly hardly thought it possible to
here, prohably gel us far as within | Mike good his attack east of R_heims.;
bombardment range of the capital | but he still believed it possible to
hefore the rush could he stopped. make good on the western sector be-
[tween Rheims and Chateau Thierry,
iand to crush in the salient in that
way. To the norf® of Dormans,
and in the northern part of the sec-
tor between the Marne and Rheims,
it the formidable obstacle called the
Mountain and Forest of Rheims—a

Third, and most important in the
largest strategical view of this mat-
ter, his success would have cut the |
enly remaining good railway sys-
tem for keeping the Allied centre
and north in touch with the south

;mr'li_eait}' : 1_11', :‘mt. {“:mf;e‘\?‘e, h':;djm-m:p of high hills covered with
EOSOEE HRE Heheciutie Aainude woods, The enemy could hardly

Massigres and Rheims go Lhuroughlyl hope to force this, but he could turn
as to pet to Cézanne, within fnrtf,'-|_'_' - - S ' -

| Thursday,

salients, east and

could get another four or five miles
further beyond the Marne he would
have outflanked it. We have seeq
how, on the day before, the Ameri-
cans had stopped his attempt to ex-

| tend westward, or toward Paris, the

belt he had occupied south of the
Marne. He was still free to extend
it eastward toward Epernay, and
throughout the whole of Tuesday his
fight was aimed to effect this. Very
little was done on that day,

On the third day,
however, the enemy achieved some-
thing which looked like the hegin-
ning of a belated succesz for him.

But the dawn of the fourth day,
brought a dramatic
change in the whole situation, the

eight heurs, and to the Seine on the |

third day, the whole Allied line east-

ward right down to Nancy would |
have been imperilled. The enemy |
had =ome right to anticipate such a
result from the great success of his
two main blows, and on the morning
of July 15 he struck.

What happened may be told in se-
quence day by day.

First Check by

American Troops

Beginning

On the first day, Mordav, two
things happened. First, on his right,
| between Chateau Thierry and Dor-
| mans, the enemy crossed the Marne
and got well on to the wooded heights
to the gouth of the river. But his
attempt to enlarge this success,
which was upon a front of about
| eleven miles, and especially his at-
tempt to enlarge it to the west, that
is, toward Paris, was checked by
American troops. 'Ihese counter
\attacked on Monday afternoon and
evening with great violence and
‘thr(_-w the enemy right back upon
| the rivey, The conssaquence of that
,'brill_unt piece of work we shall sop
{in a moment.
{  Meanwhile on the other limb of
| the attack—the eastern one, between
| Rheims and the Main de Muassipes
|—General Gouraud put into prac
tice a new tactie, which proved en-
tirely successful. We all know that
the defensive has hecome orpanized
more #nd more in depth during the
past year—that is, that the muain
line of resistance has been put fur-
| ther and further back from the front
line. But General Gouraud had 1ot
only orgunized his defensive system
very deeply, he had alse deter
| mined that on the first shot he woul

purchases. It is all

merchandise itself, it is
has a predilection for
things. 1In fact, there
either variety or values

are Aere.

| vield ground and retire materinlly,
and by trusting to a comparatively
fow isplated and strongly dr-!’t_-!uiq-u‘!
posts, take the heaviest possibie toll
of the enemy.,

The attack, thorefore,
when it came, was something like
| the thrust of a fencer who ow

enemy's

\T'..
reaches himgelf as his enemy with-
| draws, But the metaphor is ineom-
| plete, Lecause we must remember
| that in this case the thrust was nob
only a failure but wue alen murder-
| ously expensive. The probability i4
that the fearful losses tha (
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The Annual Sale of

FRANKLIN SIMON
Fu rnishings

for Men

At Greatly Reduced Prices
Regular Stock Only

HIS is not a collection of so-called special

reductions are made from former selling prices
and not from arbitrary valuations.

usual in these unusual times.
And the reductions ave Tlere?

¥7.50 Broadcloth Silk Shirts
1.50 Silk Crepe Shirts
2.50 Madras Shirts

2.00 Madras Shirts

1.00 Fancy Silk Scarves

Tomorrow

regular stock, and the

As forthe
typical of a shop that
smart and exclusive
is nothing wanting in
to make this sale un-
The selections

*9.75
2.75
1.85
1.45

5153
85

Reduced to

Reduced to

Reduced to

Reduced to

Reduced to

Reduced to

tall that loss was mneurred withont

exeept

Men'’s Furniahings Shop—4 West 38th Street

Separate Shop on Street Level

| Very few prisoners wers taken,
and, what is really extragr

liniry, no
guns were captured, while the 9
enemy's fifteen divisions of shock

| troops in this region were fought to
d standstill befure night, 'T’]u-‘:‘hei k
Was a most serious one.
was  recognized at  onee
enemy's High Comman

| the general in charge

Its gravity
by the
Lwhich brol
of these opera-
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"tions and replaced h

im at onee hy!

it by the south or right, and if he

ter offensive began. The arrows show (A), the primary purpose of the drive, to swing southwest around Chateau Thierry for Paris, which was |
blocked by the Americans' counter attack on Monday, July 15, and (B),the attempt to crush the Rheims salient, which was still in the balance when

north of the shaded area shows the place which is believed to he the first where |
the Germans can halt their retreat. It will be noticed that when they reach this line the “Paris front' will have disappeared and the two

Wednesday, |

but abreast of the foreat of Rheims.

| Offensive Completely

on through his defensive system to|

Much reduced—and

no need for it!

north, and up both sides of the Ourcq !
Valley, in the centre. French troops, |
in the main, performed the first part |
of this operation and American
troops the second. |
He pushed forward along the Eper- I
nay road until he got not around |

HERE is not much virtue in prices

which were marked up before they
were marked down. 'These shoes were
a fine buy at the old prices. They are
that much finer now.

Men’s Banister Low Shoes
Sold all season long at $9.50

®
Reduced to 750

Men’s Franklin Low Shoes
Sold all season long at §7.90

Reduced to $550

Bioken Down

The counter stroke was not in- |
tended to do more than it did. The
Allies have not yet a superiority in |
numbers. They could neither pre-|

the enemy lines. They are still upon |
the defensive, but the results reaped |
tiy the blow struck just where it was
are conclusive. That blow put an
end to the enemy offensive and
turned it into a strategical bhreak-
down as complete as that suffered
just before by the Austrians on the
Piave. ‘

The most advanced enemy units ‘
have been thrown back across the | Men’s Shoe Shop—2 West 38th Sm_;‘
Marne and are still retreating. The Separate Shop on Sireet Level 1
whole elaborate scheme, planned for :
five weeksa and launched with some
two-thirds of the enemy's available
free force, has gone to pieces. Tt is
a curious detail in the combined
operation that whereas the number
of prisoners taken in the stroke and
cotnter stroke are about equal on
the two gides, the Allies counted
over 500 guns and the Germans not

mon
SO

FIETH AVENUE

LOW SHOES

8 single piece.

_Beginning Tomorrow

Annual Sale of

FRANKLIN SIMON
Hand-Tailored

Suits for Men
Very Much Reduced

HIS sale is unique in that no valid business reason
exists for holding it. Little or none of the mer-
§ chandise involved can be reproduced to sell even at
its former low prices, much less at these very liberal reduc-
tions. Goodness only knows where next season’s woolens
are coming from or what they will cost. But we do not
like to deprive our patrons of an opportunity which they
have grown to expect each year and which will be par-
ticularly appreciated in times like these. Hence this Sale.
But do not make the mistake of assuming that this sale is
in the slightest degree necessary.

Suits Like These — In Woolens Like These
AtReductions Like These—In TimesLike These
Are a Tribute to the Liberalit

of the House that Sells Them!

Men’s Hand-Tailored Suits

Formerly $33, $30 and $28

Reduced to 3244

Men's Hand-Tailored Suits
Formerly $45, $42, $40 and $38

Reduced to 835

All our own F ifth Avenue Models
Regular and In-Between Sizes

A small charge Sor alterations

Men’s (I_l?lhing Shop—8 West 38th Street
Separate Shop on Street Level

C Aranffin Simon &
== SR
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